
August 9, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

August 9, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny 

Turner presiding. Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Gene 

Teague, and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Mark Stroud was not in attendance.  Staff present 

included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney 

Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Police Chief 

Sean Dunn, Utilities Director Durwin Joyce, Water Resources Director Andy Lash, and City 

Engineer Chris Morris.    

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 6:30 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Hodge, seconded by Teague, with the following 

4-0 recorded vote: Council Member Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member 

Hodge, aye; and Mayor Turner, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the 

following matters: (A) consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, 

attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probably litigation, or other specific legal 

matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only 

public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made 

by Teague, seconded by Hodge, with the following 4-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open 

Session: Council Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Turner, aye; Council Member Teague, aye; and 

Vice Mayor Bowles, aye.  

Following the invocation by Council Member Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the July 26, 2016 Council Meeting – Bowles made a 

motion to approve the minutes, motion was seconded by Hodge with a 4-0 Council vote in 

favor.   

Conduct a public hearing for consideration of citizens interested in the appointment to 

one unexpired term ending June 30, 2017 to the Martinsville City School Board – City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki explained the unexpired term available on the school board and the 

requirements for any citizen to be required for consideration of appointment.  Mayor Turner 

mentioned Michael Hendricks, Council Member Hodge mentioned Artis Law, Council Member 

Teague mentioned Donna Dillard, City Attorney Monday mentioned Pam Allen, City Manager 

Towarnicki mentioned Dennis Casey and a resident was present to mention Lloyd Hairston’s 

interest in being considered for the vacancy.  Turner closed the public hearing.  Towarnicki 
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suggested scheduling those candidates for an interview immediately before and after the 

August 23 Council meeting. 

 

Hear quarterly staff update on Utilities – Electric, Water and Sewer – City Manager 

Towarnicki welcomed Andy Lash and Durwin Joyce who were present to provide updates on 

the Electric Department as well as the Water/Sewer Department.  Lash described the 

production at the water and wastewater plants and stated that both locations remain in 

compliance of all policies.  He summarized revenue and expenditures.  Towarnicki explained 

that final numbers would not be available until after the audit is complete in October. He said 

the sewer line has been installed for the Smith River Intercept; there is minimal finish work to 

complete.  Towarnicki described the work involved including a retaining wall that was built 

before the sewer work could be started.  Towarnicki said the cost to complete this project was 

in line with the bid.  Lash described other current projects including the sludge press, meter 

changes, asset management, AMI base station systems, etc.  Turner expressed residents’ 

concerns about manhole covers on Liberty Street that are in the line of traffic and asked that 

those be looked at.  Lash detailed a program that documents location and inspection details of 

city manholes.  Joyce summarized the power cost and usage in FY16 emphasizing the totals 

are not official until after the audit is complete.  He explained the financial benefits of 

hydroelectric generation and landfill gas generation along with the electric department revenue 

and expenditures.  Joyce detailed projects including the Depot Street voltage regulator, 
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substation improvement, switch replacements, etc. Joyce said around 800 street lights out of 

3,000 have been replaced. 
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Consider support of possible legislation regarding lottery proceeds – City Manager 

Towarnicki detailed the prior discussion regarding Nottoway County’s proposal that 5% of 

Virginia lottery proceeds be returned to the locations where the tickets were purchased which 

would increase revenue for those locations. There are 34 locations in the 24112 zip code that 

sell lottery tickets; out of those approximately 13 locations are within Martinsville City limits.  

Individual store sales would be needed to figure out proportion amounts between Martinsville 

and Henry County. He recommends that the City lend support in this effort to Nottoway 

County as well as our local legislators.  Teague thanked Ural Harris for bringing this subject to 

Council’s attention.  Hodge made a motion to support the possible legislation, Bowles 

seconded the motion with all Council Members in favor. 



August 9, 2016 

 

 



August 9, 2016 

 

Consider adoption of a resolution committing funding to the VDOT Revenue Sharing 

Program – Chris Morris says this is a quick housekeeping item with correction to wording of 

the resolution.  Council Member Teague made a motion to adopt the resolution, Council 

Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Consider adoption on second reading of an amendment to the Firearms Ordinance, 

Section 24-2 of the Martinsville City Code – Monday reminded Council that the ordinance was 

previously approved on first reading.  The local honor guard had contacted him with concerns 

and he stated that there were some heritage organizations and reenactment groups that would 

be affected by the amended ordinance.  Monday pointed out changes made to paragraph B 

that would directly affect those organizations.  Council Member Teague made a motion to 

modify the firearms ordinance with changes to section B, Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the 

motion with all council members in favor.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adopt the 

ordinance on second reading, Council Member Hodge seconded the motion.  A roll call vote 

was held with all Council Members voting in favor 4-0:  Bowles, aye; Turner, aye; Teague, aye; 

and Hodge, aye. 

 

Schedule Neighborhood Meetings – Towarnicki explained the previous neighborhood 

meeting schedule and suggested dates and locations for 2016/2017 meetings.  Council agreed 

with the schedule and locations as listed with the recommendation of using Patrick Henry 

School for the Druid Hills/Uptown meeting. 

Comments by members of City Council – Bowles thanked Chief Dunn for giving out ice 

cream to some of the local children.  She also read a letter from Representative Mark Warner.  

Turner thanked Martinsville Mustangs, the Police and Fire Departments and others for 

assisting with making a special night for a local child. 
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Comments by City Manager -  Towarnicki said the City was contacted by a 

representative of Warner’s staff stating that he would be in Martinsville Monday August 15 

and asked to hold an informal town hall meeting with City representatives  5:45pm-6:30pm at 

the Virginia Museum.  He also stated that the Virginia Municipal League is requesting a local 

Christmas ornament again this year.  He suggested that the City allow local artists to submit 

their ideas and allow a selection committee to choose the winning ornament to send.     

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Sophia Esdaile asked why the school board 

members serve 3-year terms, Council Members serve 4-year terms and the Mayor and Vice 

Mayor serve 2-year terms.  Turner explained that the Mayor and Vice Mayor are chosen with 

each election every 2 years.  Monday explained that the terms for Council and the School 

Board are passed by the general assembly and not decided on by the City.  Esdaile asked if 

Council would consider making the Mayor position an elected position instead of a Council 

decision.  Monday explained the Council would need to make the request then the request 

would need to be presented at general assembly. Bowles also said Public Works Director Jeff 

Joyce had contacted her about the glass-recycling question Esdaile had asked at a previous 

meeting, stating that there would be no cost savings to recycle glass locally by using a 

company in Danville.  

There being no further business, a motion was made by Teague to adjourn the meeting, 

seconded by Bowles with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 

8:51pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   

 


